
28th January 2019

To the Director General and Executive Board of the World Health Organization,

We write to you, as members of the global public health community, to express our grave 
concern at the attempt by the Philip Morris International-funded entity, Foundation for 
a Smoke Free World (FSFW), to pave the road for partnership with the World Health 
Organization (WHO).

Giving any consideration to an organization that is entirely funded by the tobacco industry 
would fundamentally undermine the significant health and policy gains made to date on 
the attainment of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and prevention of non-
communicable diseases (NCDs) through the implementation of the WHO Framework 
Convention on Tobacco Control (FCTC). It would specifically undermine WHO FCTC Article 
5.3 which seeks to protect public health policies from the vested interests of the tobacco 
industry and on which much of the success of the treaty rests.

We therefore call on you to reject this approach, in the strongest terms, and 
reinforce WHO’s 2017 notice to governments and the public health community 
to reject any affiliation with FSFW because of the “number of clear conflicts of 
interest involved with a tobacco company funding a purported health foundation, 
particularly if it promotes sale of tobacco and other products found in that 
company’s brand portfolio.” 

Analysis of leaked PMI corporate affairs documents suggests that the establishment 
of the FSFW is consistent with the company’s corporate strategy. The concern is that 
FSFW effectively operationalizes PMI’s corporate affairs strategy to further PMI’s business 
interests which include the promotion of its heated tobacco products, a market which 
PMI seeks to dominate. While PMI and its grantee claim a commitment to reducing harm; 
reports show that PMIs cigarettes continue to be heavily marketed in ways that attract 
children and undermine public health policy. 

We are secure in the knowledge that the WHO does not engage with the tobacco industry or 
its proxies. We trust that you will respond to the PMI-funded FSFW in a manner consistent 
with the institution’s long-standing principles to protect its credibility and integrity bearing 
in mind that legitimising FSFW through engagement would simply advance PMI’s agenda 
to the detriment of global health.

In the spirit of promoting partnerships to attain the SDGs, we hope that you will take this 
opportunity to establish WHO’s leadership in implementing the Model policy for agencies 
of the United Nations system on preventing tobacco industry interference. 

The health of millions of people requires no less.

Signed, 

We therefore call on you to reject this approach, in the strongest terms, and 
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8. ASH Scotland, Sheila Duffy, Chief Executive, United 

Kingdom
9. Association of European Cancer Leagues, Wendy 

Yared, Director, Belgium
10. Australian Council on Smoking and Health, Maurice 

Swanson, Executive Director, Australia
11. Australian Health Promotion Association, Gemma 
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Jamilya Sadykova, Leader, Republic of Kazakstan
66. New Vois Association of the Philippines, Inc. 

(NVAP), Emer Rojas, President, Philippines
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Director, United Kingdom

100. UBINIG (Policy Research for Development 
Alternative), Farida Akhter, Executive Director, 
Bangladesh
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Philippines Manila - College of Public Health, Philippines
33. Calvin Cochran, Quitline, National Telehealth Service of 

New Zealand, New Zealand
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38. Coral Gartner, The University of Queensland, School of 
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 Kediri Institute of Health and Science (STRADA),   
 Indonesia

133.  Santi Martini, Faculty of Public Health,    
 Airlangga University, Indonesia

134.  Sapartinah, Indonesian Institute for Social    
 Development (IISD), Indonesia

135.  Sarah Herrera, HealthJustice Philippines,    
 Philippines

136.  Sarah Hill, University of Edinburgh, United    
 Kingdom

137.  Sarah Jane Perkes, The University of     
 Newcastle, Australia

138.  Seto Mulyadi, Indonesia Agency for Child    
 Protection (LPA), Indonesia

139.  Sharon Lawn, Flinders University of South    
 Australia - Flinders Human Behaviour and        
 Health Research Unit, Department of     
 Psychiatry, Australia

140.  Shaun Cavanagh, Department of Preventive and     
 Social Medicine, University of Otago, New Zealand

141.  Shobha Shukla, Citizen News Service (CNS),    
 India

142.  Silvano Gallus, Department of Environmental   
 Health Sciences - Istituto di Ricerche     
 Farmacologiche Mario Negri IRCCS, Italy

143.  Simon Capewell, University of Liverpool -                 
 Department of Public Health & Policy / Institute   
 of Psychology, Health & Society, United    
 Kingdom

144.  Simon Chapman, Emeritus Professor, Sydney School     
 of Public Health, University of Sydney, Australia

145.  Sirach Loysmut, Faculty of Communication Arts,   
 Rangsit University, Thailand

146.  Sonu Goel, School of Public Health, Post    
 Graduate Institute of Medical Education and    
 Research, India

147.  Stanton A. Glantz, University of California    
 San Francisco - Center for Tobacco Control    
 Research and Education, United States

148.  Stella Aguinaga Bialous, UCSF School    
 of Nursing and UCSF Helen Diller Family    
 Comprehensive Cancer Center, United States

149.  Stephan Lewandowsky, University of Hawaii        
 Cancer Center - Cancer Prevention in the    
 Pacific, United Kingdom

150.  Stephen Hamann, Tobacco Control Research            
 and Knowledge Management Center, Thailand

151.  Sumarjati Arjoso, Indonesian Public Health    
 Association (TCSC, IPHA), Indonesia

152.  Supriyatiningsih, Muhammadiyah Tobacco    
 Control Centre, Muhammadiyah University,    
 Indonesia

153.  Tania Maria Cavalcante, National Cancer    
 Institute, Ministry of Health, Brazil

154.  Tara Singh Bam, International Union Against    
 Tuberculosis and Lung Disease (The Union)    
 Asia Pacific, Singapore 

155.  Theresa M. Marteau, University of     
 Cambridge, United Kingdom

156.  Thomas A. Wills, University of Hawaii Cancer    
 Center - Cancer Prevention in the Pacific    
 Program, United States

157.  Thomas Eissenberg, Center for the Study    
 of Tobacco Products, Virginia Commonwealth    
 University, United States

158.  Tim Lang, City University of London, United    
 Kingdom

159.  Tony Jewell, United Kingdom
160.  Upendra Bhojani, Institute of Public Health    

 (Bengaluru - India), India
161.  Valeska Carvalho Figueiredo, Center for    

 Studies on Tobacco or Health, National School                
 of Public Health, Oswaldo Cruz Foundation,    
 Ministry of Health, Brazil

162.  Wang Kean, ThinkTank Research Center for    
 Health Development (ThinkTank), China

163.  Wasim Maziak, Florida International     
 University - Robert Stempel College of    
 Public Health and Social Work, Department of    
 Epidemiology, United States

164.  Witold Zatoński, Health Promotion     
 Foundation, Poland

165.  Wu Yiqun, ThinkTank Research Center for    
 Health Development (ThinkTank), China

166.  Xie Yu, ThinkTank Research Center for Health    
 Development (ThinkTank), China

167.  Xu Guihua, Chinese Association on Tobacco    
 Control (CATC), China

168.  Yang Gonghuan, ThinkTank Research Center    
 for Health Development (ThinkTank), China

169.  Yang Hongwei, ThinkTank Research Center    
 for Health Development (ThinkTank), China

170.  Yong Check Yoon, Independent Researcher,    
 Malaysia


